**U.S. and Turkey Exchange Program Opportunity**

Young Turkey/Young America:  A New Relationship For A New Age
An Exchange Program for Emerging Grassroots Leaders in Turkey and the U.S.
PROGRAM SUMMARY
Implementing Organizations:  Heartland International, a nonprofit in Chicago, Illinois, USA in partnership with Toplum Gönüllüleri (TOG) in İstanbul, Turkey, and Uçan Süpürge in Ankara, Turkey.  Funding provided by the U.S. Embassy in Ankara, Turkey and other funding sources, as available.

Description: Young Turkey/Young America:  A New Relationship for a New Age is an exchange program for Turkish and American emerging grassroots leaders working for 5 years or less in the areas of women’s empowerment and/or youth empowerment.  This program is designed for  motivated young professionals (ages 20-35)  in Turkey and the U.S. who have a commitment to grassroots organizations and an interest in intercultural relationships. The goal of the program is to create joint projects between the American and Turkish participants to promote mutual understanding and address social justice issues common to both cultures.  In addition, the program will work on building the capacity of nongovernmental organizations through this professional development program.
Program Period:  February 1, 2011 – September 30, 2012
Participation Requires:

· Participating in online discussions from February through March, 2011
· Participating full-time in a two week program in the U.S. for two weeks in April, 2011*

· Participating in online discussions from May through September, 2011

· Participating full-time in a two week program in Turkey in October, 2011*

· Developing and implementing a joint community-based project with your American/Turkish counterparts through September, 2012 and providing regular project updates as requested.
· Remaining engaged and active throughout the program period stated above

· Participating as a program alumnus after the program ends
Program discussion topics will include: Leadership, Project Evaluation and Assessment, Fund Raising, Volunteer Management, Intercultural Communication, Advocacy, Project Development and Management, Public Relations and Social Media, and Government Relations, among others.
*Travel and Training Costs:  All participant travel and training costs are covered by the U.S. Embassy in Turkey, and other funding sources, as available.  However, U.S. participants residing outside of Chicago must pay for their own costs to attend the Chicago-based program.

To Apply Contact: 
Evren Ergeç at TOG at evren.ergec@tog.org.tr; or

      

Sevna Somuncuoglu at Uçan Süpürge at info@ucansupurge.org; or    

 Julia Sportolari at Heartland International at julia@heartlandinternational.org


Applications may also be downloaded from:  http://turkey.usembassy.gov/
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  JANUARY 21, 2011
Heartland International, its partners and the U.S. Embassy in Ankara, Turkey are seeking a diverse pool of program participants and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, disability, age, veteran status, medical condition, citizenship, ancestry, or marital status.  All interested and qualified persons are encouraged to apply. 
